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November is Native American Heritage Month & Thank Your Mentee Month:

Mentoring is a powerful opportunity to make a difference in the lives of young
people. Still, it involves being truly mindful of the unique journeys that each
mentee undertakes, recognizing how their heritage and global contexts shape
their experiences. Understanding these factors allows us to create meaningful and
culturally sensitive connections that foster growth and empowerment. Learning
about these diverse backgrounds is essential for effective mentoring and building
culturally sensitive connections, especially when it comes to supporting
#nativeyouth. Learn more about how to build stronger, more inclusive
communities with Mentor's resources: bit.ly/3mcSS3E
#NativeAmericanHeritageMonth #MentoringAmplifies.

Mentoring relationships truly are two-way streets, where mentors and mentees
can learn and grow together! This #ThankYourMentee month, we invite all
mentors to reflect on and share the invaluable lessons they've learned from their
mentees. These connections often lead to profound insights and personal growth
for both parties, enriching the mentoring experience in ways we might not expect.
Let’s celebrate the impact of these relationships and highlight the wisdom our
mentees bring to the table! Join us in this meaningful conversation and learn more
here: bit.ly/3B3AFwt. #MentoringAmplifies

Veterans Day: November 11
This #VeteransDay, we take a moment to honor and express our gratitude
to all those who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces and the sacrifices
they and their families made. We recognize the unique challenges faced by
military youth, who often deal with frequent relocations and separations.
Mentoring can play a crucial role in providing these young people with the
support and stability they need during transitions. We can help these youth
navigate their circumstances and thrive by fostering meaningful
connections. Learn more about how mentoring can make a difference for
military youth here: https://bit.ly/3Ujn2UJ. #MentoringAmplifies

2025 National Mentoring Summit Registration
Save the date! The 2025 National #MentoringSummit is happening from
Jan 29-31 in Washington DC. Register now to join fellow advocates for 3
incredible days of learning! Secure your spot at mentoring.org/summit.
#MentoringAmplifies
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http://bit.ly/3B3AFwt
https://bit.ly/3Ujn2UJ
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CONGRATULATIONS

VOLUNTEER GENERATION FUND SUBGRANTEES



CONGRATULATIONS MLK NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE
SUBGRANTEES



Congratulations to our MLK National Day of Service Subgrantees!

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, "Life's most persistent and urgent question
is: 'What are you doing for others?'" 

This mini-grant offers eligible entities grant funding to recruit and engage
volunteers in meaningful service activities or deliver a service-learning activity
related to Dr. King. A service-learning activity is a teaching and learning strategy
that integrates meaningful community service with instruction and reflection to
enrich the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, and strengthen
communities.

Resources for MLK Day at AmeriCorps.gov: MLK Day Resources | AmeriCorps
​Share Your Project with AmeriCorps here: MLK Day Project Registration

KANSAS RANKS 5th IN THE NATION
FOR FORMAL VOLUNTEERING

https://americorps.gov/serve/volunteer/mlk-day/mlk-day-resources
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=p1D40s6Ns0-nnGhn-VFDEu-upNWYIb9FgA6F3EUS6TdUMktKMzZSTjZCQUM5ODZWWEE5SkY3VElOVC4u


AmeriCorps, the federal agency for national service and volunteerism, has named
Kansas as the fifth ranking state for formal volunteering in the nation as
highlighted in the latest Volunteering and Civic Life in America research. 

Kansas’s formal volunteering rate has increased by eight percentage points in just
two years. In 2023, 902,960 state residents volunteered through an organization,
contributing $1.6 billion dollars in economic value.  

Other Kansas highlights:  
96.7 percent of residents talked to or spent time with friends or family. 
58.4 percent of residents informally helped others by exchanging favors with
their neighbors. 
71.0 percent of residents had a conversation or spent time with their
neighbors. 
34.5 percent of residents belonged to an organization. 
54.4 percent of residents donated $25 or more to charity. 

“Kansas represents the best of America. Kansans should feel proud to know that
their neighbors and friends are looking out for their community, providing
invaluable support by serving those in need,” said Michael D. Smith, CEO,
AmeriCorps “We can all learn a thing or two from Kansans.” 

“The Kansas motto ‘ad astra per aspera,’ to the stars through difficulties,
represents a feeling deeply rooted in each of us who call Kansas home. Across
the state, we see communities harnessing the power of volunteerism to overcome
hardships and meet critical community needs,” said Dr. Jessica Dorsey, Kansas
Volunteer Commission Executive Director. “We look forward to seeing the many
positive ways that Kansans continue to rise to the challenge and serve in their
communities.”

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.americorps.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Fnews%2Fvia/1/01000193465c05d2-3958df9f-f0fe-4cbc-be15-30be23181428-000000/zcILciMh4AzGQ1icUYwLpnaiUINkrrfld9CgJCBQ3yE=380


Every two years, AmeriCorps partners with the US Census Bureau to conduct the
most robust survey about civic engagement across the United States and over
time. The data informs AmeriCorps’ Volunteering and Civic Life in America
research, a comprehensive look at how Americans make a difference in their
communities and promote the common good. The latest research examines
trends in formal volunteering, informal helping, and other civic behaviors. 

The national volunteering rate has increased more than 22 percent in just two
years. This is the largest expansion of formal volunteering AmeriCorps has ever
recorded and truly showcases the spirit of volunteerism is on the rise in America.  

Formal volunteering involves helping others through organizations. Through local
nonprofit and community-based organizations, Americans are afforded new ways
to engage with their communities and foster a sense of constructive action, civic
participation and belonging. Volunteers support American schools and shelters,
hospitals and hotlines, food banks, and civic, nonprofit, tribal and faith-based
organizations across the country. 

Volunteering doesn’t always need to be formal. More than 137.5 million people –
or 54 percent of Americans – helped their neighbors informally with tasks like
running errands or watching each other’s children between September 2022 and
2023. This represents a meaningful three percentage point increase from previous
years.  

AMERICORPS KANSAS NOFO

 
AmeriCorps Kansas has two applications available for the 2025 - 2026 grant
period. Read the descriptions below to learn which grant opportunity is right for
your organization. Click on the link to access the application materials:

AmeriCorps Kansas Operational Grant: This grant is for organizations
interested in operating an AmeriCorps program in Kansas. This grant DOES
require matching funds. Applicants must request a minimum of three Member
Service Years (MSY). Due date: December 13, 2024 for staff review OR
January 31, 2025 for Final Applications

AmeriCorps Kansas Planning Grant: This grant is for organizations interested

https://kanserve.ksde.org/resources/grant-information/americorps-grants/americorps-kansas-operational-grant
https://kanserve.ksde.org/resources/grant-information/americorps-grants/americorps-kansas-planning-grant


in a 12-month planning period to develop an operational AmeriCorps
program in Kansas. This grant DOES require matching funds. Due date:
January 31, 2025.

Questions? Email: americorps@ksde.org

 
NCCC NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

mailto:volunteer@ksde.org


 







COMMISSIONER & STAFF SPOTLIGHT

KANSAS VOLUNTEER COMMISSION STAFF HALEY BREESE WEDS

Haley and Travis Breese celebrated their love on October 12, 2024, in her
hometown of Crossville, Tennessee. Surrounded by friends and family, marking a
tremendously joyous milestone in their lives together. Their adventure as



newlyweds continued with a honeymoon in the enchanting coastal paradise of
Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic.

Please join us in wishing Haley and Travis all the very best!



2025 MINI GRANT SERIES



UPCOMING EVENTS

The Mission of Managers of Volunteer Engagement (M.O.V.E.) is to build and
engage a network of volunteer managers and cultivate a volunteerism culture.

M.O.V.E.
Meets the Third Wednesday of Each Month

9:00 to 10:00 AM
To learn more, please visit www.moveks.org.

Or reach out via Facebook.

M.O.V.E. Kansas
Statewide-Virtual

Meets the Fourth Thursday of Each Month
9:00 to 10:00 AM

To learn more, please email
meg.carrie.pearson@gmail.com

http://www.moveks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MOVEtopeka/
mailto:meg.carrie.pearson@gmail.com


Volunteer Managers Network
United Way of the Plains

2023 Dates T.B.D.
12:00 to 1:00 PM

To learn more, please email Abel Frederic
afrederic@unitedwayplains.org

Volunteers United: Newton
Meets the Fourth Thursday of Each Month

12:00 to 1:00 PM
To learn more, please email Dalton Black

director@harveyunitedway.org

NOTE: The above dates, times, and locations are subject to change. 

CONNECT WITH OUR STAFF

Dr. Jessica Dorsey
Commission Executive

Director
(785) 296-3163

jdorsey@ ​ksde.org

Tierney Kirtdoll
Monitoring & Grants

Coordinator
(785) 368-6211

tkirtdoll@ksde.org

Haley Matherly
Program Development

Coordinator
(785) 296-5712

hmatherly@ksde.org

mailto:afrederic@unitedwayplains.org
mailto:director@harveyunitedway.org
mailto:jdorsey@ksde.org
mailto:jdorsey@ksde.org
mailto:jdorsey@ksde.org
mailto:tkirtdoll@ksde.org
mailto:hmatherly@ksde.org


Sarah Nelson
Training & Engagement

Coordinator
(785) 296-7801

snelson@ksde.org

Amanda Noll
Financial Specialist 

(785) 368-6207
anoll@ksde.org

Elaine Rodriguez
Outreach & Recruitment

Coordinator
(785) 368-6232

erodriguez@ksde.org

Kat Seeley
Administrative Specialist

(785) 368-7436
kseeley@ksde.org

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

  
VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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